%/e you ever heard of the world’s largest peaceful gathering
held annually?

Unbelievable as it may sound, every year millions of people
from all over the world walk a long path full of new wonderful
attractions to give their souls a soothing caress.

On this route, there is no need to worry about food, bedding,
accommodation, or resting place; all are provided free for the
participants by thousands of volunteers and well-wishers.
Black and white, male and female, young and old, people
from different cultures and ethnic groups...gather together
united in hearts to quench their thirst for the deepest peace in
this unparalleled path.

En route, you come across hosts who share with you what they
have with boundless generosity. They lovingly massage the
tired feet of the walkers and serve water, food, snacks and hot
or cold drinks.

In that friendly and welcoming atmosphere, volunteers even do
your laundry for free! It is as if you have known the participants,
whether they be fellow walkers or the hosts, for years.
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%u see local children eagerly spraying perfume on your clothes;
just a few steps away, an elderly man kindly offers you a bowl of
dates bought with his meagre earnings so that you can maintain
your energy along the way.

At times, a little girl runs after you to carry your backpack for a short
distance and at a small roadside stall on the way, ayoung man
offers you a cup of fresh tea. A little bit further away, a boy insists
that you let him polish your shoes.

Doesn't it seem strange that all these services are provided at no
cost?

How is it possible to see these scenes in today’s world?!” you may ask.
Your eyes bear witness to that, “Yes, they are all real, so real that
every year over 20°000°000 people come here to attend this
gathering and walk the 80k route”

“What is the reason for all this kindness and altruism?” you would ask
out of curiosity.

You would hear a voice, saying, “The one word that is the answer to
all this is LOVE.”

Yet another question pops into your mind,

“What kind of love can kindle in them this longing to be present
here and create all these incredible scenes?”

Ad you will be told,

“a love like that for Jesus Christ,”

“a love like that for purity and honesty,”

“a love like that for fellow human beings and sacrifice,”

“a love like that for relieving man of his daily worries.”

This love is the universal language and creed of the lovers who
take the Arbaeen Peace Walk from around the world.

This love never dies; it absorbs you and fills your heart with
everlasting peace. You will ask, “Who is this person they want to
meet? Why is love of him so ingrained in the hearts of his
lovers?”

Then you will realize that he is the one on whom you can rely
and that you do not need a previous appointment to open your
heart to him in order to find peace in the storms of grief.

If you take one step towards him, he will take ten steps towards
you. He is the only person who loves you honestly and uncondi-
tionally, the one who takes your hand to raise you up with him.



In recent years, more than
20 million pilgrims have
visited Karbala, setting a
record for the largest

annual pilgrimage.
Q Search Google for the Arbaeen Walk
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Despite the unparalleled scale,
and despite being both the
largest number of people fed for
free and the biggest volunteer
gathering in the world, the
commemoration is rarely

22 milli ilgri i i i
million pilgrims do not covered by international media.

need to take anything
with themon the 80-kilo-
meter journey, except for
the clothes they are
wearing. No food, no
drinks, no bed linen. Just
keep going.

“Hussain”
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The best lesson which we get
from the tragedy of Karbala is
that Hussain and his compan-

Over 50 million meals per ions were rigid believers in
day are served during God. They illustrated that the
Arbaeen, which is approxi- numerical superiority does
mately 700 million meals not count when it comes to
for the duration of the the truth and the falsehood.
pilgrimage. The victory of Hussain despite

his minority, marvels me.



